
Useful tests for the differentiation of Group II Enterococcus species  

Members of the genus Enterococcus are facultative anaerobic, catalase negative, gram positive cocci. 

The majority of the species grow in broth containing 6.5% NaCl, and they hydrolyze esculine in the 
presence of bile salts. 

Group II Enterococcus can be differentiated from Groups I, III, IV, and V as they are acid formation 
from Mannitol and Arginine positive. The majority of species in this group have been recovered 
from human sources. 

 Phenotypic characteristics 

Species ARA MOT PIG TEL MGP XYL 

E. faecium + - - - - - 

E. casseliflavus + + + - + + 

E. gallinarum + + - - + + 

E. mundtii + - + - - + 

E. lactis + - - - - - 

E. faecalis - - - + - - 

E. haemoperoxidus - - - - + - 

E. rotai - - + - + - 

E. thailandicus - - - - - - 

Names in bold: isolated from humans.  

ARA: arabinose; MOT: motility; PIG: pigment; TEL: tellurite; MGP: methy-α-D-glucopyranside; XYL: 
xyose. 
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